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LEDAP CALLS THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT TO STAND UP AGAINST
GENDER INEQUALITY

Release date: 7" March 2018

As the world marks the International women'’s day, LEDAP lends its voice to that
of the global activists, global governments, and women’s brganizations to press
for the progress of all women in all spheres of life and particularly for gender
equality.

LEDAP recognizes the gains in women’s rights advocacy in the recent years ridden
on the back of active campaigns for women'’s progress. It is apparent that the eras
where women were satisfied with being subjugated and subdued have phased
out and a new dawn of free-expression and voicing-out against the oppression
and tyranny of parochial society is at the horizon.

LEDAP particularly recognizes the active social media campaigns against sexual
violence and abuse of women highlighted by the #MeToo and #Timesup
movement, the involvement of several women in politics vying for the high offices
which were hitherto inconceivable aspirations for women, the outcry against
sexual violation of women in the work place and several other cases. LEDAP
however admits that despite these pockets of achievements there is still much to
be done for the actualization of gender equality in Nigeria.

LEDAP observes that in Nigeria several women especially those in the rural areas
remain exploited, discriminated against and are unable to actualize their dreams
due to illiteracy and lack of enabling environment. Many of these women do not
get a fair opportunity for progress in politics, employment and have no access to
reproductive health services. Women in the internally displaced camps have
encountered all forms of sexual and gender based violence including sexual
exploitation often in exchange for food and other necessities. These women exist
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